MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Thursday, January 6, 2011, 7:00 p.m.

Suwanee City Hall

Attending:

Commission Members: Dick Goodman, Cherie Heringer, Vickie Johnson, Linnea Miller, Earl Mitchell, John Peed (vacant position – absent)

Staff: Denise Brinson

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

Approval of November 4, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Linnea Miller moved to accept the minutes from the November 4, 2010 meeting as presented (John Peed 2nd).  Motion carried 6-0.

Adoption of Agenda

Vickie Johnson moved to accept the agenda as presented (Earl Mitchell 2nd).  Motion carried 

6-0.

Suwanee Arts Partnership (SAP) Update

Cherie Heringer distributed an outline of the SAPs proposed activities and discussed each respective topic (see attached).  The first priority is to find 5-7 interested people to serve on an organizational committee.  The primary focus for the group will continue to be community awareness of the importance of the arts and fund-raising for the City’s public art initiative.

Project Updates

Won Buddhism Temple Project Update

Linnea Miller reported that there was no activity on the project thus far.  Linnea will continue to follow-up with Sung Chung, the project representative. 
SculpTour Program

Denise Brinson announced that Peoples Bank and Trust has sponsored the SculpTour initiative for $10,000.  This brings the total amount raised to about $25,000.  Denise has been meeting with several other area businesses and expects to exceed that amount.  She is moving forward with implementing the program with an expected installation of mid-May, 2011 (prior to the Arts in the Park Festival to be held May 21).

Denise distributed a spreadsheet with budget scenarios (see attached).  Discussion ensued as to the preferred scenario.  The PAC agreed, that if funding allows, to purchase a piece for the city’s permanent public art inventory through an on-line voting procedure as originally discussed.  The artist Request for Proposal (RFP) will include a disclaimer that this will occur only if funding is available.  They also agreed to have a minimum of 10 pieces providing artists submit adequate proposals.  Linnea Miller and Earl Mitchell agreed to reevaluate the proposed location map as part of the process once definite funding is in place.  

Denise noted that the artist Request for Proposal (RFP) is expected to be distributed by the end of January.  She will send it to the PAC for review prior to distribution.

North Gwinnett Arts Association (NGAA)

Vickie Johnson announced that the first meeting in 2011 will be held January 27th at City Hall.  It will be a “State of the Union” -type meeting with Vickie presenting.  Generally, meetings will be held at 7 p.m. on the 4th Thursday of each month.  The February meeting will be a Plein Air artist demonstration.  

Vickie noted that more than 50 pieces have been sold as a result of the display in the empty storefronts at Town Center.  Additionally, the NGAA has more than 100 members.

PAC Appointments

Denise Brinson congratulated Vickie Johnson and John Peed as they have been re-appointed by City Council for a two-year term on the PAC.  There is still one vacancy.  Applications are being accepted through January 31st.

2011 PAC Meeting Schedule 

The PAC agreed to continue meeting on the first Thursday of each month with certain exceptions.  The PAC agreed to cancel the February meeting as Dick Goodman and Denise Brinson will be attending the City Council annual retreat.  If a developer presentation is needed, the meeting will be rescheduled.  Additionally, the April meeting (Gwinnett County Schools spring break week) is being tentatively rescheduled to March 17 in order to review the SculpTour submissions in a timely manner.   

Other

2011/1012 Priorities/Goals

Denise Brinson asked that once SculpTour is kicked-off in May, that the PAC agree to set goals/priorities for the upcoming 1-3 years.  Originally, they had three primary priorities – create the developer guide/procedure, solicit artists and oversee the pubic art installation for the new City Hall building, and implement the SculpTour initiative (including fund-raising).  All three of these priorities are accomplished or underway.

The PAC agreed to schedule a planning session in May, 2011.  The retreat will likely be held in downtown Atlanta.  Linnea Miller offered to plan and coordinate a driving tour of public art sites in Atlanta as part of the retreat.

Cherie Heringer moved to adjourn (John Peed 2nd).  Motion carried 6-0.  Meeting as adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

Minutes taken by Denise Brinson.
