MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Tuesday, August 3, 2010, 7:00 p.m.

Suwanee City Hall

Attending:

Commission Members: Dick Goodman, Cherie Heringer, Vickie Johnson, Earl Mitchell, Jim Rodeghiero (arrived at 7:20 p.m.) (Linnea Miller, Alison Starnes – absent)

Staff: Denise Brinson, Josh Campbell

Guest: Jim Jacobi

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

Approval of April 6, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Vickie Johnson moved to accept the minutes from the April 6, 2010 meeting as presented (Cherie Heringer 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.

Adoption of Agenda

Earl Mitchell moved to accept the agenda as presented (Vickie Johnson 2nd).  Motion carried 

4-0.

Developer Presentation

Jim Jacobi presented information on the Suwanee Station Project (see attached information).  Earl Mitchell is the PAC liaison.  Discussion ensued.

Suwanee Arts Partnership (SAP) Update

Denise Brinson reported that the SAP is looking for a chair-person as Natalie Shore is stepping down.  The SAP will likely not meet again until that person is in place.  Cherie Heringer has offered to assist with this effort.

Denise is interested in hosting a meeting of the arts leaders in the area (specifically the PAC, SAP and NGAA) to discuss a coordinated effort.  This meeting is tentatively scheduled for Friday, August 20th at 5 p.m.  Denise will communicate the final meeting time and location to potential attendees.

Project Updates

SculpTour Program

Denise Brinson reported that the fund-raising effort is going very slowly.  Alison Starnes will begin working for the city August 25th as the downtown manager.  This will be a priority for Alison as the program will directly impact the downtown area.  She will likely get started on the project in October.

Vickie Johnson suggested contacting Maxwell High School to see if they would be interested in working with the SculpTour program as a school project in their technology area.

North Gwinnett Arts Association

Vickie Johnson reported on the activities of the newly-formed association.  Following are some highlights:

· Participated in “Toast @ Town Center” with an “Art-Walk.”  Artists displayed their work along the sidewalks during the event.  They plan to be at all of the “Toast” events for the remainder of the year (through October).

· Participating in the “Festival of Books” the weekend of August 28th at Town Center Park.

· Window displays in the empty store-fronts going very well.  Additionally, Madison Retail is offering them space to have a weekly (Saturday) open studio location; they plan to begin the studio on August 21st.

Other

Regular Meeting Date Change

Denise Brinson asked that the regular PAC meeting time/date be changed as it currently conflicts with the Planning and Zoning meetings (occasionally, Planning and Zoning staff will need to attend the PAC meetings for developer presentations).  The PAC agreed to change their regular meeting time to the first Thursday of the month.

PAC Opening

Alison Starnes has resigned from the PAC as she has accepted a position with the City of Suwanee.  Dick Goodman suggested that the PAC recommend John Peed to fill the vacancy (see attached).  John is the Director of Fine Arts with the Wesleyan School in Norcross and a city resident.  John was interviewed by Dick and Denise as part of the process for the previous PAC opening.  Both agree that he would be a good fit and beneficial to the organization.  The PAC agreed to recommend John Peed to the City Council for approval.

Earl Mitchell moved to adjourn (Vickie Johnson 2nd).  Motion carried 5-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Minutes taken by Denise Brinson.
