MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Tuesday, March 8, 2010, 6:00 p.m.

Suwanee City Hall

Attending:

Commission Members: Dick Goodman, Cherie Heringer, Vickie Johnson. Linnea Miller, Earl Mitchell, Jim Rodeghiero, and Alison Starnes

Staff: Denise Brinson

Guest: Jill Vejnoska (AJC reporter)

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.  Dick introduced Jill Vajnoska, with the AJC, who is writing a feature article about Suwanee’s public art initiative for an issue in March.

Approval of February 2, 2010 Meeting Minutes
Vickie Johnson moved to accept the minutes from the February 2, 2010 meeting as presented (Jim Rodeghiero 2nd).  Motion carried 7-0.

Adoption of Agenda

Linnea Miller moved to accept the agenda as presented (Jim Rodeghiero 2nd).  Motion carried 

7-0.

Suwanee Arts Partnership (SAP) Update

Denise Brinson reported that the SAP continues to plan the “Arts in the Park” event scheduled for May 22.  They have secured all of the on-stage entertainment.  The primary focus currently is securing vendors/artists for the event.  At this time, there are very few artists requesting a booth.

Consideration of Art Donation

A local artist, Mara Radu, has offered to donate artwork to the City.  Denise has tried to reach the artist to inquire as to the origin and meaning of the pieces.  Denise will continue to try to reach Mara prior to the next meeting.  

Project Updates

New City Hall Public Art

Denise reported that the artwork was successfully installed the weekend of February 25th – 27th.   The installation went very smoothly.  The dedication event is scheduled for March 25th.  Nearly 400 invitations were mailed along with numerous e-mail invitations (see attached invitation).  Koryn Rolstad along with Tad Leithead (current chair of the Atlanta Regional Commission and formerly with Cousins Properties) will be the guest speakers.  Denise distributed a draft program (see attached).   

Regions Bank

Denise reported that there has been no movement on the project with the City and that the bank will likely not be constructing any time soon.
North Gwinnett Arts Association

Vickie Johnson reported that the group had their first meeting February 25th and met at Suwanee City Hall.  It was very successful and they currently have about 25 members.  Vickie was pleased to announce that Madison Retail has agreed to allow the group to use some of the empty storefronts to display association members’ artwork on a rotating basis.  This is beneficial to the artists as well as to Madison Retail.

The association website is up and running at www.northgwinnettartsassociation.com and the next meeting will be held March 25th in conjunction with the City Hall artwork dedication.  
SculpTour Program

Downtown Locational Master Plan Draft

This will be discussed at future PAC meetings.  

Marketing Ideas

Denise Brinson informed the PAC that verbiage has been added to the SAP logo in most locations on the electronic version of the SculpTour brochure stating the SAP is sponsored by the PAC (see attached).  Denise reminded the PAC that this program needs to be solely funded with non-tax dollars and that each PAC member needs to personally reach out to their respective circles of friends/associates/etc. asking them to participate in the program.  

Earl Mitchell read his written, personal, SculpTour solicitation draft that he plans to send to his circle of friends/associates/etc.  He will e-mail it to the PAC.

Denise informed the PAC that the car decal and associated slogan was endorsed by the City Council and that she is moving forward with the design.  Marcia Lampe, the City’s primary marketing contract designer, has agreed to design the decal free of charge.  

Other

Community Garden/White Street Park – Denise informed the PAC that the budget for the City’s newest park, White Street Park, currently under construction, included a public art component as part of the City’s ongoing commitment to include art into all City construction projects.  Denise passed out the proposed artwork (see attached) that is to be incorporated into the fencing entrance to the community garden portion of the park (Harvest Farm at White Street Park).  The PAC agreed that it was a good fit with the project.

Public Art City-wide Inventory – Cherie Heringer agreed to spearhead an inventory of public art in both public and private developments throughout the city.

City Council Semi-Annual PAC Update – Dick Goodman informed the PAC that he would be giving a verbal update to City Council regarding PAC activities at the upcoming Council workshop March 11th.

Snap Suwanee Photo Contest – The City conducted the second annual photo contest.  Twelve winners were chosen and are being displayed in the City Hall lobby area.

Earl Mitchell moved to adjourn (Jim Rodeghiero 2nd).  Motion carried 7-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Minutes taken by Denise Brinson.
