MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Thursday, January 8, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

Suwanee Crossroads Center

Attending:

Commission Members: Vanessa Boggs, Dick Goodman, Linnea Miller, Earl Mitchell, 

Jim Rodeghiero, Vicki Johnson

Not Present: Alison Starnes

Staff: Denise Brinson, Matt Dickison, Toni Shrewsbury

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 5:40 pm.

Approval of November 6, 2008 Meeting Minutes
Vanessa Boggs moved to accept the minutes from the November 6, 2008 meeting as presented (Jim Rodeghiero 2nd).  Motion carried 6-0.

Adoption of Agenda

Vanessa Boggs moved to accept the agenda as presented (Earl Mitchell 2nd).  Motion carried 6-0.

New City Hall Public Art Update

Denise Brinson reported that 31 Request for Proposals (RFPs) have been sent representing 26 artists.  Some artists were invited to complete more than one RFP.  (See attached list of artists and RFPs.)  The proposals are due Friday, January 30.

Staff will distribute all of the RFP responses to each PAC member and will develop an evaluation tool.  PAC members will have the opportunity to review the responses prior to the February 5th meeting.  A formal group evaluation will take place at the February meeting with the intention being to make a recommendation to Council at the February Council workshop.
Developer Presentations

Representatives from two proposed developments were present at the meeting.  A mandatory meeting with the PAC is now required as part of the development review process.

Suwanee Station Bend – Commercial property at 1345-1375 Station Center Blvd. (PAC member liaison – Dick Goodman)

The following development representatives were present:

· John Ratzel, owner, National Guaranty Insurance Co.

· J.J. Brinkerhoff, general contractor, AJC Construction

· Mazen Mansur, project manager, Mansur Engineering, Inc.

· Todd Ernst, architect, Innovo, Inc.

It is their intent to incorporate public art into the project and agreed to meet with the PAC again as they develop plans.  Initially, they are looking to incorporate art into the large retaining wall in the front of the building.  They also plan to evaluate adding artistic design elements into the gazebo planned for the project.  Dick Goodman signed the development review form as required.

Suwanee Office Park – Commercial property on the corner of Tench Rd. and Peachtree Industrial Blvd. (PAC member liaison – Vanessa Boggs)

The following development representatives were present:

· Niloy Thakkar, director, DCT Group

· Scott Hundley, development manager, North American Properties

While they were not opposed to the concept of public art, due to cost constraints, they have no plans to incorporate public art into their project.  However, they did agree to continue dialogue with the PAC during the design phase.  Dick Goodman signed the development review form as required.

In order to clarify developer contacts as it relates to the public art process, staff will develop a form for the applicant to complete prior to meeting with the PAC.  This should help alleviate many of the issues experienced by the PAC liaisons thus far. 

Suwanee Performing Arts Co-sponsorship Request

Suwanee Performing Arts, a nonprofit community arts organization, is requesting that the City co-sponsor their summer theater performance (see attached request).  They are asking for monetary support, as well as city services, stage rental, etc.  

PAC members discussed the proposal and determined that there needs to be policies in place to address co-sponsorship requests.  Denise Brinson explained that this is the type of request that the City Council wants the PAC to discuss and determine whether or not the City and/or the PAC should co-sponsor.

Linnea Miller moved to table the discussion and re-address at the February meeting (Vanessa Boggs 2nd).  Motion carried 6-0.  Staff will create a draft policy statement for review at the February meeting. 

PAC Volunteer Involvement

Toni Shrewsbury distributed a partial list of community members who have expressed an interest in participating in the public arts initiative as a volunteer (see attached list).  

Vanessa Boggs suggested that this volunteer group assign two people to be co-chairs; and  one or both of the co-chairs would attend the monthly PAC meetings to keep the PAC abreast of the volunteer group’s efforts.  While there is still much discussion as to this ad-hoc committee’s purpose, the initial focus will likely entail community awareness of public art and fund-raising.  

The volunteer group will initially be asked to coordinate a booth for Suwanee Day incorporating a community art project.  

Additionally, they will take a lead role in coordinating the “Whose Coming to Dinner” public art fund-raising project. The PAC determined that the “Whose Coming to Dinner” fund-raiser will tentatively be scheduled for April/Spring 2010.

City staff will coordinate the initial volunteer meeting in March (after the new City Hall is completed).

Other Topics
“Snap Suwanee” Photo Contest - The PAC is the official sponsor for the “Snap Suwanee” photo contest, an ongoing city-wide photo contest.  The inaugural contest winners will be announced and their work displayed at the City Hall Grand Opening, March 2009.  Vanessa Boggs volunteered to be a judge representing the PAC.

“Art on a Limb” Program - The PAC is also the official sponsor of the “Art On A Limb” program.  A call to artists has been completed and Linnea Miller volunteered to be a judge representing the PAC.

The submission deadline for both of these programs is Feburary 16, 2009.

Vanessa Boggs moved to adjourn (Vicki Johnson 2nd).  Motion carried 5-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Minutes taken by Denise Brinson.
