MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Thursday, September 3, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

Suwanee City Hall

Attending:

Commission Members: Dick Goodman, Vickie Johnson (left at 6:45 p.m.), Linnea Miller, Earl Mitchell, Jim Rodeghiero (arrived at 5:50 p.m) (Alison Starnes absent; one vacancy)

Staff: Denise Brinson

Guests: None

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 5:39 p.m.

Approval of August 6, 2009 Meeting Minutes
Vickie Johnson moved to accept the minutes from the August 6, 2009 meeting as presented (Linnea Miller 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.

Adoption of Agenda

Linnea Miller moved to accept the agenda as presented (Earl Mitchell 2nd).  Motion carried 

4-0.

Developer Presentation – Regions Bank

Jack Marshall, the architect representing Regions Bank, presented the design plans for the new bank building located near Lowe’s in the Terraces at Suwanee Gateway development (see attached plans).  They do not currently have public art incorporated into the plans, however, they may consider a donation to the city equating to 1% of construction costs.  Linnea Miller, as their PAC liaison, will follow-up with Mr. Marshall in the next few weeks.

Suwanee Arts Partnership (SAP) Update

Branding Discussion
Denise Brinson handed out a new draft logo designed by Mathew Shamloo (see attached).  Discussion ensued and it was agreed that this design was good and was flexible for use as a PAC logo and a SAP logo.  Vickie Johnson suggested a few minor changes.  Denise will pass along the ideas to Natalie Shore and Carrie Tankersly.  Natalie and Carrie plan to use the new design for banners at the Suwanee Day booth.

Suwanee Day Booth

Denise reported that Natalie and Carrie have coordinated the booth design, a two-part fund-raiser (art drawing and ‘crazy hair’), and all of the volunteers.  They hope to participate in other city-sponsored events as well.  

PAC Vacancy Update

Denise Brinson reported that about 10 people thus far have inquired about the opening.  As decided at the last meeting, if the PAC has any comments, they should contact Council Members directly. 
Artist Cooperative Discussion

Vickie Johnson discussed that she is pursuing starting a cooperative organization for professional artists in the greater Suwanee area (modeled after the North Georgia Arts Guild).  She is gathering a group of interested artists, business leaders and civic leaders interested in serving on the board of a potential non-profit organization.  She plans to call the organization the “North Gwinnett Arts Association.”  She hopes to have the organization in place by the first quarter of 2010.

Vickie feels that there is a need for this type of organization and anticipates that many artists will be interested in participating.  Eventually, they will be in need of a permanent location.  Discussion ensued about the possible use of the Pierce’s Corner building located in Old Town Suwanee (owned by the Suwanee Downtown Development Authority).

Project Updates

New City Hall Public Art

Denise reported that the artwork is being fabricated and is on target to be installed in November 2009.  

Art-on-Loan Program

Denise introduced Monica Staniszewska, an intern from Brenau University (see attached resume).  Monica will be working 2-3 days per week through December.  Monica presented a brief outline of the program (see attached).  Additionally, she presented several ideas for names of the program.  The PAC agreed to call the program “Suwanee SculpTour.”  

Monica asked for volunteers to assist in developing a draft locational master plan for the SculpTour.  Earl Mitchell, Dick Goodman, and Linnea Miller offered to assist. 

Other

Dick Goodman announced that he was planning to be out of town during the regularly scheduled PAC meeting in October.  The PAC agreed not to meet in October.  Denise will notify the group if a developer plans to attend.

Earl Mitchell moved to adjourn (Linnea Miller 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.

Minutes taken by Denise Brinson.
