MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE

PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION (PAC) MEETING
Thursday, October 2, 2008, 4:30 pm

Suwanee City Hall

Attending:

Commission Members: Vanessa Boggs, Dick Goodman, Vicki Johnson (left at 5:30 pm), 

Linnea Miller, Earl Mitchell (left at 5:45pm), Jim Rodeghiero

Not Present: Alison Starnes

Staff: Denise Brinson, Toni Shrewsbury

Prior to the regular meeting, the PAC toured the new City Hall building currently under construction.

Call to Order

Dick Goodman called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.

Approval of September 4, 2008 Meeting Minutes/Adoption of Agenda

Linnea Miller moved to accept the minutes from the September 4, 2008 meeting (Vanessa Boggs 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.

Linnea Miller moved to adopt the agenda (Vanessa Boggs 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.

New City Hall Public Art

Determine location priorities:

Discussion regarding the potential locations for public art in the new city hall building ensued as a result of the tour.  It was decided that the lobby areas on the 1st and 2nd floors and the front exterior of the building would be the initial focus with the following locations a priority:

· Kinetic art hanging from the exposed rafters on second level ceiling; to be located on the outer edge so that the 2nd floor views would not be disturbed.

· Grassy area in the front landscaped area; the first priority would be the space on the right as you face the building; should proposed design of artwork lend itself to two areas, the grassy areas on both sides of the entrance area could be used.

· Second level lobby area – two perpendicular walls flanking the left and right side of the council chambers.  This area gets a lot of light; art placed here could potentially be seen from outside the building as well as inside the lobby area. 

Discuss process for selection of artwork:

The PAC then discussed the process for selection of artwork.  Toni Shrewsbury distributed sample requests for qualifications/proposals (RFQ/RFP).  The commission decided they would initially distribute a call to artists through an RFQ process opening the process to all artists followed by an RFP process to desired artists.  The RFQ would outline certain requirements such as experience level with similar types of public art projects.  Preference will be given to artists in Georgia.  The RFQ will be written and posted on listservs, the City website, and other methods in order to maximize exposure to artists.  Vanessa suggested that 2-3 weeks be given for the RFQ response and 45-60 days for the RFP response.

Toni Shrewsbury is to complete a draft RFQ.  Over the next week, PAC members are to send Toni comments and suggestions for the RFQ. The RFQ should be ready to be distributed by October 17th.

Denise Brinson is to complete a suggested timeline for completion of the artwork selection process and an outline of the selection process prior to the Council workshop on October 16, 2008.  Denise will e-mail the timeline and process outline to the PAC for comment prior to the Council meeting.

Review PAC Timeline

The PAC reviewed the overall timeline and generally agreed to proceed as outlined in the timeline (with the exception of the city hall artwork selection process).

Developer Meeting Component

PAC members reviewed the e-mail from Dick Goodman outlining a proposed process (see attached e-mail).  It was decided that a PAC member would be assigned to each developer in order to help them navigate the process (not to function as an advocate for the developer or to give specific art-related advise).  Toni or Denise will assign an available PAC member when a development/building permit is completed.

The issue of whether or not the PAC should take an official “vote” on the developer recommendation was discussed.  While it is appropriate for PAC members to comment on developer proposals, an official “vote” is not required.

The project information sheet from Planning & Development will be amended to reflect the following choices:

· I intend to participate in the Public Art Initiative

· I decline participation in the Public Art Initiative

Dick Goodman asked for comments on the most recent draft of the developer guide (see attached).  No comments were given.  Vanessa Boggs made a motion to approve the revised guidelines (Linnea Miller – 2nd).  Motion carried  4-0.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Vanessa Boggs (Jim Rodeghiero – 2nd).  Motion carried 4-0.  Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

The next meeting will be held at Crossroads Center on November 6, 2008 at 5:30 p.m.

Minutes taken by Toni Shrewsbury.

