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RECENT
AWARD-WINNING
EVENTS
INCLUDE:

Best New Event
(Gold) 2015
for Suwanee’s Super
Incredible Race

Most Creative Idea
(Gold) 2015, 2014, 2013
presented by Southeast

Festivals & Events Association

Best New Event
(Gold) 2016
for Suwanee’s Big Cheesy,
presented by Southeast
Festivals & Events Association

Best Children’s Program
(Bronze) 2016
for the Family Fun Zone
at Suwanee Fest

Best Festival
(Gold) 2015
for Suwanee Fest

Best Festival in
Gwinnett County
2016, 2015, 2014

for Suwanee Beer Fest
(privately planned
event hosted by the City),
presented by
Gwinnett Daily Post

330 Town Center Avenue,
Suwanee, Georgia 30024
770.945.8996
suwanee.com

SUWANEE’S APPROACH TO

EVENTS & OUTREACH
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The City produces and hosts 40+ events each year, which are, by design, varied and diverse in nature

and generally free and open to the public. Events provide opportunities that build a sense of community,
showcase local and regional talent, enrich cultural opportunities, draw first-time and returning visitors

to Suwanee, contribute to the local economy, and establish an active downtown. The department of
Economic Development houses our event planning staff, but the scope of events involves the coordination
of staff from public works, marketing and communications, and the police department. Additional event-
related activities include the farmers market and business-focused programs.

Suwanee events are multi-faceted and may cater specifically to families, adults, fitness buffs, foodies, music
fans, cultural interests or all of the above! We evaluate our event calendar annually to add new and appealing
features that reflect the changing needs of our demographics, and to capture trends that keep our city fresh
and vibrant - all while growing our returning events which have become Suwanee traditions.

OUTREACH AND IMPACT: While we use events as a promotional tool for the area, we also see them as a
way to help create and mold the city’s image and reputation. Many events involve partnering with radio
stations and other media outlets around the Atlanta metro area to leverage marketing, attendance, and
reach. We host a wide variety of activities which are reflective of the interests of the residents within
Suwanee city limits as well as the larger Gwinnett community and beyond. Several events have garnered
local and regional award-winning status and our hotels, businesses and restaurants report a positive impact
on days surrounding these and other major events.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT:

¢ Approach: The city welcomes and encourages community engagement by attracting citizens who
want to participate and give back. With the addition of a community outreach manager, the goal is
to have a central point of contact that can maintain and better utilize citizens’ talents and desire to be
involved in their local community. We want to provide a way for citizens to engage, stay connected
and contribute.

e Focus Areas: Start a database of volunteers and community-minded citizens who can become a
resource for the city in many aspects. The database can maintain directory groups like Citizens
Police Academy graduates, SYL alumni, past board members, planning committees, Suwanee Fest
volunteers, and even past Eagle Scout project participants. These volunteers may be contacted for
future opportunities or as public input is needed and can be utilized for event volunteers, and possibly
serve on future planning committees, steering committees or community groups.

Future Plans: While initially city-focused, the program could evolve into being a conduit to other
community volunteer opportunities.

CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
* Planning and Zoning Board

Citizens Police Academy Alumni

* Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals * Explorers

* Suwanee Fest Planning Committee * PACT

+ Public Art Commission » Park Ambassadors

* Harvest Farm Board * Suwanee Youth Leaders

* Downtown Development Authority * Welcome Center Attendants
» Urban Redevelopment Agency * Scout projects

» Citizens Police Academy * Others

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
» suwanee.com/whatsnew.events.php
* suwaneefest.com



