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TO: Mayor and CouncilFROM: Marty Allen, City ManagerRE: 2016 Annual Report & Popular Annual Financial Report

2016 was a year of great progress for the City of Suwanee. We are 

pleased to submit the city’s combined Annual Report and Popular 

Annual Financial Report. As you will see, the city completed many 

notable projects and worked toward implementing several other 

long-term initiatives. I am also pleased to report that the City is 

in a strong and stable financial position, with our most recent AAA 

Credit Rating (2016) from Standard & Poor’s Global Ratings. Below you 

will find a brief list of some of the notable projects from 2016: 

On another note, Police Chief Mike Jones would like to inform us that   

known villains, led by a mastermind that goes by the name of Status 

Quo, are attempting to infiltrate our city. These nefarious hoodlums seek 

to destroy our happiness – the essence of Suwanee. Thanks to your 

unwillingness to rest on your laurels and desire to constantly improve our 

community, the City is more than prepared to defend itself from this   

outside onslaught. Please see inside for more about their sinister plans.

• Refinanced outstanding bonds 
saving the city over $3 million• Completed a master plan for 

a future park adjacent to the 
Suwanee library• Recertified as a green community by Atlanta     Regional Commission (ARC)• Awarded ARC’s Create Community Award for the Suwanee Youth Leaders Program

• Partnered with North Gwinnett 
Arts Association to open a Welcome Center at Town Center

• Implemented Zagster Bikeshare 
Program

• Created a Historic Walking Tour 
for Old Town Suwanee• Exceeded 14,000+ Facebook 

fans and 6,400+ Twitter followers
• Implemented an online          open budget tool for citizens• Resurfaced 3.4 miles of           
city streets

• Hosted 43 events serving         
the entire community

• Held 81 community police PACT 
meetings with neighborhoods• Suwanee Police received national 

reaccreditation through CALEA, 
as well as Georgia recertification

• Opened Brushy Creek Greenway
• Began implementing body camera program for        

Suwanee Police• Constructed a wooden viewing 
dock at Sims Lake Park• Police Training Center had 3,493 visitors and trained                 

over 15,600 hours• Upgraded Wifi in Town       Center Park
• Instituted mosquito           control program• Completed Buford           Highway redesign• Installed citywide         wayfinding signs• Hosted inaugural Guess Who’s 

Coming to Cocktails event raising   
over $20,000 for public art• Received $10,000 grant         from Governor’s Office of     Highway Safety
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7PIE terms defined at GLOSSARY (page 12)
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Best City EverPresented toSuwanee, GA
•Atlanta Regional Commission CREATE Community Award for                   

Educational Excellence – Suwanee Youth Leaders
•Named to TIME magazine’s ‘100 Most Genius Places in America’ list

•Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and  

Canada Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting

•Phyllis Goodwin Police Agency of the Year from the Georgia Chapter  

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy Associates

•Certificate of Distinction from the International City/County  

Management  Association for superior performance management

•Southeast Festivals & Events Association Kaleidoscope Awards: 

- Best New Event – Gold, for Suwanee Big Cheesy  
- Best T-Shirt – Bronze, for Suwanee Big Cheesy 

- Best Volunteer – Silver, for Suwanee Fest Volunteer Planning Committee 

- Best Children’s Program – Bronze, Suwanee Fest
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glo ssary
what does the city own and owe?

where did the money come from?

where did 
the money go?



* NO REAL CATS WERE HARMED IN THE PRODUCTION OF THIS ANNUAL REPORT
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