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"As a graduate of North Gwinnett High School, 
it was my privilege to return as Principal for a 
Day, serving alongside actual Principal Nathan 
Ballentine. I enjoyed a performance from one of 
the drama classes and a calculus class taught 
remotely by a Georgia Tech professor, given the 
opportunity to help recognize the Teacher of the 
Month, and even got to meet with the football 
team. What interested me the most was a new 
program called CHARGE North: a blending of 
science, technology, engineering, and humanities 
classes to create a half day program. Students 
can enter the program as freshmen and work 
all the way through until their senior years, 
immersing themselves in these blended classes 
that work together to create a cohesive program 
of study."

Mayor Jimmy Burnette
Suwanee City Council
North Gwinnett High

"Spending the day at Roberts Elementary fills me 
with hope for the future of Suwanee.  Dr. Dion 
Jones and I had a great meeting with the fifth 
grade student leaders who had the full attention 
of their principal(s) to share ideas about how to 
improve their school and detail the legacy they 
wanted to leave behind when they graduate 
to middle school. Their well-thought out ideas 
provided a unique opportunity to understand the 
ten-year-old’s perspective of leaving a legacy! 
It’s easy to see why Gwinnett County Public 
Schools is so well-respected; I’m so proud to live 
in a community where the principals pour their 
energy into these kids and have the respect of 
their teachers and staff."

Amy Doherty
City of Suwanee Events & Outreach Manager
Roberts Elementary

Denise Brinson
City of Suwanee Assistant City Manager
Hull Middle

"I had the pleasure of spending the day in the 
Peachtree Ridge cluster with Hull Middle School 
Principal Denise Showell. While we technically 
did not run in the hallways, we certainly did move 
fast! My day as “principal” began by going on 
camera to do the morning announcements…and it 
was non-stop from that point on! I was constantly 
reminded of the variety of “hats” a principal 
wears: counselor, mentor, instructor, disciplinarian, 
strategic planner, and (my favorite) chief 
cheerleader. Without question, it was a challenging 
day both mentally and physically. It was fantastic 
to watch teachers interact with students and 
quickly realize that in these classrooms are the 
future leaders of Suwanee, Gwinnett, Georgia, and 
beyond. GO LIONS!!"

“City of 
Suwanee?”

“Here!”

Suwanee
Represents at
Principal for a Day
As part of the city’s ongoing efforts 
to foster a strong relationship with 
the schools that serve its residents, 
staff and elected officials stepped 
into the role of Principal for a Day at 
several local schools last November. 
Participants spent a day working 
alongside a Gwinnett County Public 
Schools principal for a firsthand, 
authentic look at the operations of 
today’s schools. 
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"I had one of the best experiences of my life 
as Principal for a Day at Suwanee Elementary 
School. Dr. Mary Taylor and her APs (the 
embodiment of a high performing team) set 
up a fun-filled day of exploration, interaction, 
and camaraderie. I read Hot Rod Hamster to 
kindergarteners, who all tried to tell me their 
names at the same time. One child asked me if 
I was “the new student.” Another asked if I was 
replacing Dr. Taylor. I learned the success of a 
principal and her staff is weighed by their ability 
to support the teachers who, in return, tirelessly 
provide the world class education we all want for 
our students."

Adam Edge
City of Suwanee Downtown & Business 
Development Manager
Suwanee Elementary

Congratulations to the 2019 STAR students and 
teachers from Suwanee cluster high schools! Each 
STAR student is the senior in the top 10 percent 
of his or her class with the highest SAT score. 
STAR students select a teacher to honor as the 
educator who has had a strong influence on their 
academic career.

Peachtree Ridge’s Shawn Im was one of four 
students who tied with the highest SAT score. 
All four students will advance to compete for the 
regional title.

2019 Students and 
Teachers Recognized

Collins Hill High School
STAR Student: LaFayette Bussey

STAR Teacher: Mrs. Mary Bruce

North Gwinnett High School
STAR Student: Suhwan Lee

STAR Teacher: Mrs. Vanessa Guilarte 

Peachtree Ridge High School
STAR Student: Shawn Im

STAR Teacher: Mrs. Ann Rodgers

"What an incredible honor to serve as Principal 
for a Day at Riverside! I learned so much from 
(real) Principal Ben Pope, the staff, and students. 
It’s easy to see why Riverside is rated a State of 
Georgia Top 5 Elementary School this year. Go 
Riverside Rockets!"

Linnea Miller
Suwanee City Council
Riverside Elementary
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Sponsored by Suwanee’s Public Arts Commission, 
the annual Snap Suwanee community photo 
competition provides an opportunity for 
participants to share images that illustrate the 
Suwanee community in a unique and beautiful 
way. The winning photographs will be on display at 
City Hall through February 2020, and the winning 
photographers will be recognized at the March city 
council meeting.

JUDGES’ CHOICE WINNER

Snap Suwanee
Photo Contest 
Winners

Front Porch Jam
 – Jessica Sanders

The Suwanee Family Feeling
– Angie Kubik

Suwanee Summer
– Max Lembo
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Looking to the Heavens
– Eric Rozell

Suwanee Creek Park
– HjunJin Kim

Rainy Day Comforts
– Eric Rozell

Sims Lake
– Jessica Sanders

Sunshine
– Kate Durden
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Beginning with a strolling jazz band leading 
an illuminated pageant of light, music, and 
color around Town Center Park and ending 
at a concert starring Electric Avenue at the 
Town Center Park stage, Glow in the Park is an 
electrical spectacle not to be missed!

This event is a community celebration of 
creativity; everyone is strongly encouraged to 
create illuminated costumes and carry their 
pre-made lanterns to parade together! Glow 
in the Park is family- and pet-friendly (but not 
drone-friendly), so everyone can join in. Prizes 
will be awarded for the best glow looks and 
costumes.

With food, games, and activities for all ages, 
you won't want to miss our spectacular lantern 
parade followed by a rocking concert. Watch as 
the sun goes down and we make our beloved 
park glow in the dark! For more information, 
visit Suwanee.com.

The first thing you’ll need to be a part of the 
lantern parade? A lantern of course! Our friends 
at the North Gwinnett Arts Association are 
helping us (and you!) get ready by hosting 
multiple themed lantern-creation workshops 
throughout the month of April. Workshops are 
limited capacity and require registration; visit 
NGAA4arts.com for more information. DIY lantern 
kits are also available for purchase.

HOW DO YOU 
GET GLOWING?

10	 Under the Sea	 6-8 pm
12	 Fantasy/Mystical Creatures	 6-8 pm
13	 Parasols	 11 am-1 pm
13 	 Monsters	 2-4 pm
13	 Decorative/Design Choice	 7-9 pm
16	 Animals	 6-8 pm
17	 Flowers/Nature	 6-8 pm
18	 “Get Lit!” (adults only – BYOB!)	 6-8 pm
19	 Wacky Lanterns	 4-6 pm
19	 Parasols	 7-9 pm

WORKSHOP THEME

C AZR Y
WITH US!

Glow in the Park
Returns April 20

5:00 pm........ Food & Fun

Dusk...... Lantern Parade 

7:00 pm.............Concert
FEATURING ELECTRIC AVENUE

Spring
OTHER

EVENTS

APRIL
20 | Race for the Rescues 5K & Fun Run...... 8:30 am
20 | Glow in the Park......................................................5 pm
21 | Community Sunrise Service............................... 7 am
27 | Gwinnett March for Babies................................9 am
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The best and brightest were spotlighted recently 
at the Southeast Festivals and Events Association’s 
(SFEA) Kaleidoscope Awards, in Pigeon Forge, TN. 
Top festivals and events throughout the southeast 
were recognized for their outstanding contribution 
to the events industry, including multiple Suwanee 
events.

“The quality of submissions continues to increase 
each year, making it more difficult for the judges to 
select the winners,” noted Lisa McCray, executive 
director of the Southeast Festivals and Events 
Association. “Of course, to ‘win gold,’ becomes all 
the sweeter when there is additional competition, 
and the recognition a festival receives for winning
is priceless.”
 
The Southeast Festivals & Events Association is 
a membership-based organization comprised of 
festival and event planners, venues, and industry 
service providers. A panel of experts in event 
planning, marketing, and tourism reviewed entries 
from five states, looking for originality, creativity, 
media impact, volunteer programs, and the overall 
impact to the community.
 
“Our event team spends hours upon hours behind 
the scenes planning memory-making events for our 
citizens,” said Amy Doherty, events and outreach 
manager for the City of Suwanee. “It’s nice to be 
recognized as being among the best in the 
Southeast for producing some amazing events that 
make Suwanee a great place to live and play.”

CITY OF SUWANEE EVENTS 
RECOGNIZED WITH MULTIPLE

SFEA 
KALEIDOSCOPE 
AWARDS

GOLD AWARDS
• Best Event Within an Event – Gwinnett’s 
Bicentennial Celebration at Suwanee Fest
• Best Sponsor – Tiger Tails Animal Hospital 
at Suwanee Fest

SILVER AWARDS
• Best New Event – Summer Porch Jam
• Best Creative Idea – Summer Porch Jam 
Fan
• Best Photograph – Suwanee Fest
• Best Event Program – Suwanee Fest

BRONZE AWARDS
• Best Promotional Poster
 – Summer Porch Jam

MAY
3 | Food Truck Friday..............................................5:30 pm
4 | Star 94.1’s Queso 5K................................................9 am
4-5 | Star 94.1’s Woofstock..........................................11 am
11 | Suwanee Jazz Fest..................................................6 pm
18 | Great Strides Atlanta.......................................8:30 pm
18 | Common Ground Music Festival
       in the Park...................................................................5 pm
24 | Red, White, Bluegrass & Bach..........................7 pm
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The City of Suwanee Municipal Court will 
temporarily move across Town Center Park to City 
Hall beginning May 1 in order to make room for 
renovations – as well as a two-story addition – to 
its existing building at 323 Buford Highway.

The almost 60-year-old building (Suwanee’s 
original city hall) will be receiving a much-needed 
facelift that is expected to significantly improve 
the customer experience and create more space 
for court and police employees. The lobby will be 
expanded to accommodate court session crowds, 
court clerk work space will more than double, 
and new space will be constructed for the police 

Special Enforcement Unit. The addition will also 
include a basement, which will provide convenient 
storage for Public Works and events.

Construction is anticipated to begin in late 
spring. A clerk will be stationed at City Hall to 
handle payments and routine questions. Court 
sessions will take place at City Hall as well; the 
day-to-day court functions will begin at the police 
station on May 6. Renovations are expected to 
be completed in early 2020. Questions regarding 
court during this time should be directed to Court 
Administrator Mariza Abdeljawad at 678-546-2134 
or mabdeljawad@suwanee.com.

COURT IS NOW IN 
SESSION AT CITY HALL

ORDER!

Longtime Suwanee residents know to keep an eye on 
the tree branches in the spring – not just to enjoy the 
dogwood blossoms, but to search for pieces from 
the City of Suwanee’s annual Art on a Limb program!
 
Through the Art on a Limb program, two pieces 
of art are hidden daily along one of the greenways 
or within city parks throughout the month of May. 
Those who find the art pieces get to keep them!
 
This year’s Art on a Limb piece was created by 
Suwanee Fest regular Lynnis Evans. Evans designs 
and makes durable paper butterflies and dragonflies 
that suction cup onto many surfaces, allowing lucky 
art finders to bring spring right into their home 
(pollen not included).
 
If you’re one of the lucky ones to find an Art on a 
Limb piece in one of the parks or on the trails during 
the month of May, be sure to share a photo with us 
on social media! #artonalimb2019

ART ON A LIMB
IS BACK!
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So you want to volunteer – that’s great! The City of Suwanee
has a myriad of engagement opportunities. Take a gander at the

VOLUNTEER FLOW CHART
to determine your best fit, then head to Suwanee.com to register!

HOW OLD ARE YOU?

I CAN’T DRIVE

YOUNG 
CITIZEN-

FRIENDLY

CIVIC NATURE POLICE ARTS EVENTS

SERVING 
ON MY HOA 

BOARD

WHICH 
WOULD YOU 

RATHER 
NETFLIX & 

CHILL WITH

GETTING 
MESSY

SPENDING 
TIME WITH 

HAPPY LITTLE 
TREES

ARTS & 
CRAFTS

OLD ENOUGH TO 
APPRECIATE 90S BANDS

WHAT IS YOUR IDEAL WEEKEND?

ARE RULES 
MADE TO BE 

BROKEN?

DO YOU 
PREFER

DO YOU LIKE 
THROWING

NO YES
PAINT-

COVERED 
THUMBS

FINGER 
PRINTING

ACTUAL 
PAINT

GREEN 
THUMBS

DIY-ING BUYING

PARKS 
& REC COPS

POTS PARTIES

• Orchard at White
   Street Park
• Parker’s Pals
• Photographers
   & Video
   Production
• Police Explorers
• Scout Projects
• Suwanee Youth
   Leaders
• Welcome Center

• Downtown
   Development
   Authority
• Planning
  Commission
• Public Arts
   Commission
• Welcome Center
• Zoning Board 
   of Appeals

• Citizens
   Police Academy
• Friends of 
   Suwanee PD
• PACT Program
• Police Explorers

• Photographers
  & Video
• Production
• Public Arts 
   Commission
• Welcome
   Center

• Event Volunteers
• Parker’s Pals
• Photographers & 
   Video Production
• Police Explorers
• Suwanee Fest 
   Planning 
   Committee
• Suwanee Youth 
   Leaders

• Harvest
   Farm Board
• Orchard at
   White Street  
   Park
• Scout
   Projects

X
I CAN VOTE
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Tuesdays aren’t just for tacos in Suwanee (but 
hey, we’ve got those too!). Come out and join the 
hundreds of people who know that Tuesday is the 
night to be in Town Center Park:

Peach State Cornhole began modestly in 2013 with 
eight teams playing out of Town Center Park. It is 
expected that this spring, Peach State Cornhole 
will host 13 different leagues with some 600 people 
competing, but the largest remains in Town Center.

“It’s something for people of all ages — we’ve got 
10-year-old kids all the way up to grandmas in their 
70s. Anyone can throw a bag 27 feet,” founder Nick 
Boyers said. “It makes for a really fun atmosphere. 
Our motto is to try to connect as many people as 
we can through friendly competition.”

Looking for something a bit more active? Big Peach 
Running Co. hosts group runs on Tuesdays at 6:30 
pm, beginning at the Town Center stage. The group 
offers various distances and welcomes runners and 
walkers of all paces and abilities.

“There are days when training for a race feels like 
work. Going to the Big Peach group runs makes it 
social again,” said Teresa Fudge. “I love seeing kids 
running with their parents, hearing about races from 
the weekend, and just running with folks I don’t get 
to see otherwise. I structure my week around the 
group runs!”

FOR MORE INFO, VISIT 
PeachStateCornhole.com
BigPeachRunningCo.com/locations/suwanee

TUESDAYS IN THE PARK
WHY SAVE ALL THE TUESDAY FUN FOR MARDI GRAS?

5 THINGS
TO KNOW

ABOUT THE 
SUWANEE 
FARMERS
MARKET

SUWANEE FARMERS MARKETSATURDAYS | 8 AM – NOONMAY 11 – SEPTEMBER 28T O W N  C E N T E R  P A R K

Taste the Rainbow: Produce doesn’t come 
any fresher than a farmers market. No 
shipping, no gas-enhanced ripening, no 
storage – just fresh-off-the-vine goodness.

Speaking of What the Farmer Knows…  
Meeting and talking to farmers and food 
artisans is a great opportunity to learn 
more about how and where food is 
produced. Bonus: they usually give
sample tastes.

Buy Local: When you buy local, a 
significant portion of your money is used to 
make purchases from other local businesses 
and services, strengthening the economic 
base of our community.

Connect with Your Community: “I love 
long strolls through the canned vegetable 
aisle”…said no one ever. The fresh, spring 
air and Georgia sunshine trump artificial 
lighting and canned music every time.

Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food:  
The teenage stock boy at the grocery 
store won’t give you tips on how to cook 
the ingredients you buy, but the farmers 
and artisans at the farmers market are 
brimming with free advice.

1

2

3

4

5
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The Suwanee Downtown Development Authority 
is proud to announce a new partnership that 
will bring the Town Center its first brewery and 
taproom. StillFire Brewing, a 20-barrel brewery 
and taproom, is set to begin construction this 
May across from Town Center Park.

The co-founders – which include the team behind 
Suwanee Magazine, Suwanee Beer Fest, Gwinnett 
Beer Fest, and Suwanee Wine Fest – plan to 
convert the soon-to-be-vacated Gwinnett County 
Fire Station 13 into an industrial-style taproom 
that will feature an always-changing selection of 
18 original craft beers on tap.

“Every year at the beer fest, people tell me that 
it is their favorite day of the year, and it became 
obvious to us that the community with the 
largest craft beer fest in Georgia needed a year-
round craft brewing experience,” said co-founder 
Randall Veugeler.

An outdoor patio and an adjoining city-owned 
green space will allow customers to bring their 
children and dogs, to play cornhole and other 
games, and enjoy live music, and savor snacks 
from on-site food trucks. StillFire will also offer 
brewery tours and event space.

“StillFire will be owned and operated by people 
who genuinely love the Suwanee area. We live 
here. Our friends live here. Our kids go to school 
here,” said Veugeler. “We want to build a place 
Suwanee can be proud of. This is our thank you 
to the community we love and are proud to call 
home.”

The lease agreement for Fire Station 13 between 
Gwinnett County and the Suwanee Downtown 
Development Authority is set to expire in mid-
April 2019. Gwinnett County plans to relocate 
the fire station to recently acquired property on 
Buford Highway near Westbrook Road. Station 
13 personnel will continue serving the Suwanee 
area out of nearby stations until the new facility is 
completed.

“The Stillfire Brewing team is making a significant 
investment in our community to provide for 
a high-quality patron experience built around 
an appreciation for homegrown craft brews,” 
commented City of Suwanee Downtown & 
Business Development Manager Adam Edge. “The 
brewery will build upon the energy and vibrancy 
that exists in our downtown. It’s been great 
working with a team of local folks who know and 
understand our community and vision.”

D OW N TOW N  D E V E LO P M E N T  AU T H O R I T Y  A N N O U N C E S

BREWERY & TAPROOM
AT  S U WA N E E  TOW N  C E N T E R
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Tucked away on a side street in Suwanee’s Town 
Center is an unassuming space with a cheerful 
blue awning and a turquoise café table and chairs, 
harkening the bright, colorful interior that awaits.

The City of Suwanee and North Gwinnett Arts 
Association (NGAA) partnered in 2017 to create a 
joint welcome and arts center, allowing the NGAA 
to have much-needed studio and class space in 
Suwanee Town Center, while also providing the city 
with a staffed welcome center. Visitors and locals 
are welcomed to Suwanee with a high-energy, 
beautiful, art-filled space.

“The joint welcome and arts center allows the city 
to have a presence that extends beyond normal 
business hours,” said Marty Allen, Suwanee City 
Manager. “City Hall is closed on weekends and 
after 5 pm, which is when a large percentage of 
our visitors are in Town Center. Collaboration with 
the NGAA allows us to have a welcoming presence 
when Town Center is at its busiest.”

Located at 3930 Charleston Market Street, half 
of the 2,300 square-foot facility is dedicated to 
welcoming visitors with information, Suwanee swag, 
and an art gallery, while the other half hosts art 
classes, camps, and workshops for the community.

The NGAA is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to promoting the appreciation of local art through 
exhibition, festivals and other media. Based in 
Suwanee, the association maintains an open 
membership policy where artists of all types are 
welcome to be a part of the organization.

The city’s annual contract with NGAA to host the 
welcome center in the art gallery is funded out of 
the hotel/motel tax fund, which is intended to go 
towards such programs. The unique partnership 
won a 2018 Georgia Downtown Development 
Award.

“What better way for Suwanee to say “Welcome!” 
than with art?” commented Suwanee’s Assistant 
City Manager Denise Brinson. “Public art has 
become an integral part of Suwanee’s identity. It’s 
not enough to simply create a place. That place has 
to come alive – through art, events, activities, and 
just making things fun. People need a reason to 
keep coming back and connecting.”

“Arts and cultural activities are at the heart of 
Suwanee. The NGAA Center for the Arts and the 
City of Suwanee Welcome Center does just that, 
helping to bring that energy to the community.”

artfulan place
HOST ING MORE THAN
MEETS  THE  EYE
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AWARD-WINNING
CITY  E MPLOYE E S

STEWARDSHIP CHAMPIONS

Promotes logic, procedure, and safety so that 
projects and initiatives exhibit Suwanee quality 
and are successful.

• Susan VanNus – Budget Analyst
• Chris Whitson – Public Works

TEAMWORK CHAMPIONS

Works behind the scenes to ensure everyone 
looks good and Team Suwanee can shine.

• Sgt. Sam Lauricella – Police Department
• Kaitlyn Stewart – Police Department

CHAMPIONS OF THE PEOPLE

Understands that the actions and initiatives of 
Team Suwanee affect people and promotes it in
his or her actions and influences others to do
the same.

• Annette Phelps – Deputy Court Clerk
• Adam Edge – Downtown Development Manager

INNOVATION CHAMPIONS

Never satisfied with the status quo and always 
seeking to improve; a creative visionary.

• Amy Doherty – Events & Outreach Manager
• Graeme Macolino – Public Works

RESULTS CHAMPIONS

Champion of results and progress, recognized for 
achieving a monumental accomplishment in the 
past year.

• Robyn O’Donnell – Administrative Coordinator
• Det. Dawn Zaenglein – Police Department

The City of Suwanee staff recently gathered 
to celebrate another great year and recognize 

some of its top employees for the year 2018. The 
following employees were nominated by their 
peers and recognized by City Manager Marty 

Allen for exemplary service: OFFICER OF THE YEAR

Selected by colleagues for his positive 
representation of the department.

• Ofc. Todd Cribbs

TOP GUN

Earned the highest score on the department’s 
qualifying pistol course.

• Ofc. Todd Pacholke

LIFESAVING AWARD

• Ofc. Tylon Johnson
• Ofc. Brody Thomas

CHIEF’S AWARD

Recognized for his continued hard work and 
empathy toward citizens.

• Ofc. Andrew Busino

Going above-and-beyond to improve citizen well-being.

• Ofc. Todd Pacholke

Successful disarming of a suicidal person.

• Ofc. Tylon Johnson

SUPERVISOR OF THE YEAR

For managing communication and organizing 
staffing – even when short on personnel – for 
24/7 coverage.

• Communications Supervisor Lindy Hildebrand

CIVILIAN OF THE YEAR

For consistently stepping in to help where 
needed.

• Crime Analyst Kaitlyn Stewart

SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE SUWANEE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT WERE RECOGNIZED FOR 

OUTSTANDING WORK IN 2018, INCLUDING:



CITY HALLWelcome - TO - 

The Suwanee PD welcomed new officer Ryan Kenley 
to the force. Originally from Georgetown, Kentucky, 
Ryan previously worked for the Kentucky State 
Police, and has also taught martial arts, which he still 
practices. Ryan enjoys music and designing buildings 
– he also previously worked as a CADD operator with 
several architect firms!

The police department also welcomed two new 
communications officers! Savannah Hopkins calls 
Loganville home, and when she’s not making 
Suwanee a safer place, she enjoys hunting, fishing, 
playing softball, and playing with her dogs. Elizabeth 
Webb works alongside Savannah, and enjoys fly 
fishing, reading, binge watching historical dramas, 
and spending time with her family.

City Hall’s newest custodian, Steven Cobb, hails 
originally from Illinois, but now calls Buford home. 
Steven enjoys working on his computer and thrift 
store shopping in his spare time.

Kelly Chromey joined the human resources 
department as special projects coordinator. Kelly 
moved south from St. Paul, Minnesota and enjoys 
her book club, visiting museums, “field trips” to new 
places, and driving her Jeep in the mountain.

Congratulations!
Collins Hill High School Principal Kerensa 
Wing was named the 2019 Georgia 
Principal of the Year by the Georgia 
Association of Secondary School 
Principals. Wing will now represent Georgia 
for the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals Principal of the Year title, 
and later this year travel to Washington, 
D.C. to meet the other state principals of 
the year at a gala event. This is the third 
time in five years a GCPS principal has won 
the state award.

The City of Suwanee is losing a great 
captain, but the City of Douglas is gaining 
a great chief. Captain Shane Edmisten 
officially retired from the Suwanee Police 
Department on March 1 and began his 
career as the City of Douglas Chief of 
Police on March 4. A graduate of North 
Gwinnett High School, Edmisten has been 
with Suwanee police since August 1994 
and has served as captain since 2013.

suwanee.com14

Suwanee Police Chief Mike Jones was honored on 
March 14, 2019 at the State Capitol as Georgia’s 2018-
2019 Chief of the Year. Senators Renee Unterman 
and John Albers sponsored Senate Resolution 47, 
commending and congratulating Chief Jones for 45 
years of outstanding service.
 
“I’m very honored and humbled to be here today,” 
said Chief Jones. “But you can’t do it by yourself. I 
have good people working for me, I have a wonderful 
wife who supports what I do, and I have a council 
and a mayor that supports our police department 
and gives us the things we need to do our jobs. We 
believe in community policing – building relationships 
with our people – and we have that in Suwanee.”
 
Chief Jones received the recognition from the 
Georgia Association of Chiefs of Police (GACP) at the 
GACP Summer Training Conference in Savannah in 
July 2018.

SUWANEE POLICE CHIEF 
MIKE JONES HONORED 
AS GEORGIA CHIEF OF 
THE YEAR AT CAPITOL



suwanee.com 15

911 Secure
3725 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

Arch Tops Inc.
3580 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

BEGA Granite & Cabinets
3957 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

Bling Nail Spa
3580 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

Clipper Kings Barber Shop
3255 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

DMS Technology
4110 Tench Road

Gravity Dance Club
302 Satellite Boulevard

Leap Parkour
3580 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

Lori Lynn Schwall Salon
3725 Lawrenceville-Suwanee Road

Lucci Beauty
450 Satellite Boulevard

Sterling Sports Medicine & Physical 
Therapy
686 Peachtree Industrial Boulevard

People, Inc.
3011 Sutton Gate Drive

SD Motorsports
970 Peachtree Industrial Boulevard

Sincere and Integrity Service
1145 Peachtree Industrial Boulevard

Zoom Coffee Roasters
960 Scales Road

OPEN
BUSINESS

for
The following companies 

received new business 
licenses from the City of 

Suwanee in January
and February:

 Jones began his career in law enforcement 
as a dispatcher with the City of Rome Police 
Department in 1974, working his way through the 
ranks all the way to Major. He accepted the position 
of Chief of Police with the City of Suwanee and 
was sworn in on January 1, 1999, after 24 years of 
service in Rome.
 
During his tenure as Chief of Police, the Suwanee 
Police Department has more than doubled in 
size. The department became CALEA accredited 
in 2010 – one of just 56 in Georgia – and was 
reaccredited in 2013 and in 2016 with Excellence. 
The agency received state certification in 1999 
and state recertification in 2004, 2009, 2013, and 
2016. In 2016 the department was awarded the 
Phyllis Goodwin Agency of the Year by the Georgia 
Chapter of the FBI National Academy Associates.

 “Because of the example he provides, Chief 
Jones is able to demand that his department 
remain ethical, knowledgeable, and professional 
[the Suwanee PD motto] each and every shift,” 
remarked Officer Jeff Covert. “Chief Jones takes 
every opportunity to share his expectations and 
remind his officers that his door is always open. 
His genuine concern is a hallmark that continues 
to foster loyalty to him and his expectations, which 
provides the City of Suwanee a police department 
that benefits the entire community.”
 
A video of the proclamation reading on the senate 
floor and link to the proclamation can be found at 
Suwanee.com.
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330 Town Center Avenue
Suwanee, GA 30024

Unless otherwise noted, City of Suwanee public meetings 
are at City Hall, 330 Town Center Avenue.

Dates subject to change; check suwanee.com for updates.
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APRIL19 MAY19
8​	 Suwanee Fest Planning Committee	​​ 6:30 pm
9​	 Harvest Farm Board Meeting​​​	 5:00 pm
9	​ Planning Commission	​​​​ 6:30 pm
10​	 Public Art Commission	​​​​ 6:00 pm
11​	 City Council Workshop​​​​	 5:30 pm
13​	 Race to Cure Sarcoma Atlanta	​​​ 8:00 am
13​	 Winter Farmers Market​​​​	 9:00 am 
16	​ Downtown Development Authority​​	 7:00 am 
16	​ Zoning Board of Appeals​​​	 6:30 pm 
20	​ Race for the Rescues 5K & Fun Run​​	 8:30 am
20	​ Glow in the Park	​​​​ 5:00 pm
21​	 Community Sunrise Service​​​	 7:00 am
23​	 City Council Meeting​​​​	 6:30 pm
27	​ Gwinnett March for Babies	​​​ 9:00 am

3​	 Food Truck Friday	​​​​ 5:30 pm
4	​ Star 94.1’s Queso 5K	​​​​ 9:00 am
4​	 Star 94.1’s Woofstock​​​​	 11:00 am
5​	 Star 94.1’s Woofstock	​​​​ 11:00 am
7​	 Harvest Farm Board Meeting​​​	 5:00 pm 
7​	 Planning Commission​​​​	 6:30 pm 
8	​ Public Art Commission​​​​	 6:00 pm
11​	 Suwanee Jazz Fest​​​​	 6:00 pm
13​	 Suwanee Fest Planning Committee	​​ 6:30 pm
16​	 City Council Workshop​​​​	 5:30 pm
18	​ Great Strides Atlanta	​​​​ 8:30 am
18​	 Common Grounds Music Festival
        in the Park	​ 5:00 pm
21​	 Downtown Development Authority​​	 7:00 am
21​	 Zoning Board of Appeals	​​​ 6:30 pm 
24	​ Red, White, Bluegrass & Bach​​​	 7:00 pm
27​	 CITY HALL CLOSED	​​​​
28​	 City Council Meeting​​​​	 6:30 pm




