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MINUTES

CITY OF SUWANEE, GEORGIA

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

FEBRUARY 18, 2003

Present:
Nick Masino, Mayor
Absent:
Gregory Jay, City Attorney



Jace Brooks, Councilmember



Jimmy Burnette, Councilmember



Carol Hassell, Councilmember



Alan Landers, Mayor Pro Tem



Jeannine Rispin, Councilmember



Hardin Watkins, City Manager



Elvira Rogers, City Clerk



Luther Beck for Gregory Jay

6:30 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearing called to order by Mayor Masino.  City Manager Watkins read for the record the Procedures for Public Meetings.

1.
AN-2003-001 – Applicant: Guynn-McGowan Development, LLC.  Owner:  Madison Ventures, Ltd.  Requests annexation into the corporate city limits of Suwanee.  Site is 9.4 acres and is located in Land Lot 207 and is part of parcel 003.

2.
RZ-2003-002 – Applicant: Guynn-McGowan Developments, LLC.  Owner: Madison Ventures, Ltd. Requests rezoning from M-1 (Light Industry District) and C-2 (General Commercial District) to PMUD (Planned Mixed-Use District) to allow for a planned mixed-use village consisting of commercial/retail and single-family residential units.  Site is located in Land Lots 197, 198, 207 and 208 of the 7th District on Buford Highway across from the intersection with Suwanee Creek Road and contains approximately 59.9 acres.

Mayor & Council agreed to hear both cases at the same time.  Mr. Allen stated the applicant has requested these cases be postponed.

Applicant:  Jeff Mahaffey, 1505 Lakes Parkway, Lawrenceville requested a one month postponement to work out final details.

There was no audience participation and the Public Hearing closed at 6:35 P.M.

7:00 P.M.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING

1. Call To Order – Mayor Masino called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.
2. Announcements

· Suwanee is a City of Excellence

The Georgia Municipal Association and Georgia Trend magazine have named Suwanee one of 10 Cities of Excellence for 2003. Governor Sonny Perdue recognized Suwanee as one of the best managed, most livable cities among the 533 municipalities throughout Georgia, during the GMA’s 45th annual Mayor’s Day luncheon on January 27th.  Each of the 10 cities is featured in the February issue of Georgia Trend.

· Suwanee Purchases Open Space

The City closed on the last of its top-priority properties in January with the purchase of a 61-acre tract off of Suwanee Dam Road, next to the Barrington neighborhood and a 24-acre tract off of Suwanee Dam Road in the Old Town district. The 61-acre tract will not be available for public access during the former property owner’s lifetime.  A portion of the 24-acre tract will be accessible and will most likely be used for park-related purposes. Through its open space and greenspace initiative, Suwanee has acquired more than 190 acres over the past 10 months.

· Plant Rescue

The Georgia Native Plant Society has staged more plant rescues at the site of Suwanee’s future Town Center Park.  Volunteers are working to preserve trees and plants that are native to Georgia by moving them to other locations before the site is cleared and graded.  Many of the plants will be re-located to the Suwanee Creek Park site, which is slated to remain largely in its natural state.

· Arbor Day 

The City will host an Arbor Day event on Saturday, March 8th   at 9:00am at the Burnette-Rogers Pavilion.  If your organization is interested in participating in this tree-planting event, contact Josh Campbell at City Hall.

· Groundbreaking

A groundbreaking ceremony will be held for the Town Center Park on Friday, March 21st at 5:30pm.  Everyone is invited to attend.

· Agendas and Minutes

The City Council agendas and minutes are now available online.  Just go to the City’s website, www.suwanee.com and click on the Government/ Agendas and Minutes page.

3. Pledge of Allegiance

Daniel Jones, 6 year old son of Police Chief Mike Jones, assisted the Mayor.

4. Approval of Minutes
A.  1/9/03 Called Council Meeting

Motion to approve by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 5-0-1 (Abstain Councilmember Rispin).

B. 1/21/03 Council Meeting

Motion to approve with corrections by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Brooks and so carried 6-0.

Pg. 12 SUP-2003-001 change Burnette abstain to Burnette recused.

Pg. 13 change motion to postpone second by Councilmember Brooks.

Pg. 14 K. change to “Motion to approve by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Rispin and so carried 6-0”.

5. Adoption of Agenda as Presented

Motion to adopt the agenda as presented by Councilmember Rispin, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 6-0.

6.
Special Presentations

A. Police Recognition

The Police Department recognized several officers and dispatchers for their efforts surrounding the I-85 rest area shooting incident.  Sgt. Hickey received the Medal of Valor, Sgt. Mooney and Officer Pyle received the Medal of Merit.  Officers Roberts, Black, and Jacobs received certificates of merit.  For their work in dispatch during the incident, Bill Morgan, Pamela Bananto, Ben Bolin and Officer Hitchcock received certificates of merit.

B. Nadija Dzikowski Day Proclamation

Nadija Dzikowski has recently stepped down from her position on the Planning and Zoning Board of Appeals.  She has been a resident of Suwanee since 1973 and has been actively involved in her community since she arrived.  Nadija and her family have a unique place in Suwanee history being recognized as the 1,000 resident of the City.  The City recognized Nadija by proclaiming February 19th as Nadija Dzikowski Day.  She also received a Key to the City and a framed Proclamation.

7.
Audience Participation

Mayor Masino stated last week an adult novelty store opened in Suwanee.  Many citizens have expressed concern over this, but the City is under legal constraints as to what can be done. 

There were a number of concerned residents in attendance regarding the recently opened Adult Novelty Store.  Mayor Masino requested there be three or four speakers with a three minute time limit.

· Carroll Curry, 3705 John Herndon Court – As a citizen, appalled that this business is here.  Appeal to the City to not allow another business. Understands there are a lot of legal issues even the Constitution of the US. If there is anything that can be done, he will support the City.

· Donald McGavitt, 3553 Porsche Court – President of Pierce Point Homeowners Association, asked what would be effective for the citizens to pursue getting rid of the business, petitions, etc.

· Larry Henry, 3285 Pierce Arrow Circle – Mr. Henry stated he has been 15 years in ministry.  He stated he sees more than depreciation of homes. He stated this business will impact the community of Suwanee.

· Mark D’Angola, 4125 Brushy Creek Way – Mr. D’Angola stated he is looking for answers.  Why was the business allowed to locate at the entrance of Suwanee. How and why did the business come about.

Luther Beck represented Chandler & Britt on behalf of City Attorney Gregory Jay.  Mr. Beck stated recent federal court decisions severely limit communities’ ability to regulate adult entertainment establishments.  Last year, the U.S. District Court in Atlanta ruled that Gwinnett County’s adult entertainment ordinance created an unconstitutional prior restraint and threatened the public’s First Amendment rights.  This decision resulted in a situation where Gwinnett County was barred from restricting adult facilities from any location for a period of time.  Following this decision, the City of Suwanee modified its adult entertainment regulations.  Failure to do so could have resulted in adult businesses being allowed to open at any location in the City.  The City’s current regulations allow adult facilities only in very commercialized areas in C-3 zoning.  These businesses can only be located on land that is over 1,000 feet from residences, places of worship, schools, government buildings, libraries, civic centers, public parks, playgrounds, other adult entertainment facilities, and 750 feet away from package stores.  

Mayor Masino stated he and the City Council appreciate the concern that our citizens have regarding this matter. Please understand that we are attempting to maintain the delicate balance between the constitutional right of free speech and our duty to protect our citizens from any detrimental secondary effects.

8.
OLD BUSINESS

A. 
AN-2003-001 – Applicant: Guynn-McGowan Development, LLC.  Owner:  Madison Ventures, Ltd.  Requests annexation into the corporate city limits of Suwanee.  Site is 9.4 acres and is located in Land Lot 207 and is part of parcel 003.

B.
RZ-2003-002 – Applicant: Guynn-McGowan Developments, LLC.  Owner: Madison Ventures, Ltd. Requests rezoning from M-1 (Light Industry District) and C-2 (General Commercial District) to PMUD (Planned Mixed-Use District) to allow for a planned mixed-use village consisting of commercial/retail and single-family residential units.  Site is located in Land Lots 197, 198, 207 and 208 of the 7th District on Buford Highway across from the intersection with Suwanee Creek Road and contains approximately 59.9 acres.

Motion to postpone to March 18, 2003 Council Meeting was made by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Landers and so carried 6-0. 
9.
NEW BUSINESS

A.
Consideration of a Resolution to Adopt the FY 03 Gwinnett County Community Greenspace Program as a Planning Tool for Meeting the Goals of the Georgia Greenspace Program

Mr. Allen stated Gwinnett County submitted their FY 03 Community Greenspace Program Document to the Department of Natural Resources. The document was adopted by the Gwinnett County Board of Commissioners in December. A requirement of the program is for each participating city to submit a resolution adopting the plan.  The City’s adopted resolution has to be submitted by February 21st.   

Motion to approved by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 6-0.
B.
Consideration of Approval of the Proposed Calendar for FY 03-04 Budget Preparation

Mr. Watkins stated staff has prepared a proposed calendar for the FY 03=04 budget preparation process.  Council expressed its preference for Option A at the workshop.

Motion to approve by Councilmember Burnette, second by Councilmember Brooks and so carried 6-0.


C.
Consideration of Approval of Second Quarter Budget Adjustments

Mr. Watkins stated staff is proposing the following budget adjustments:  Increase general fund expenditures by $73,030 with revenue sources from an insurance write off and police special detail services; reclassify $9,100 in departmental expenditures for additional resources for the Municipal Court Services; increase revenues to the Trice Trail Capital Project due to interest income and transfers; reclassify $5,000 within the Scales Road Capital Project from property infrastructure to professional services; increase revenues to the Town Center URA Capital Project due to interest income and transfers and increasing expenditures to include current commitments; and increase revenues to the Open/Green Space Capital Project due to interest income.

Motion to approve by Councilmember Brooks, second by Councilmember Rispin and so carried 6-0.

D.
Authorization for the Mayor to Enter into Agreement with GMA for Annual


Vehicle Lease

Mr. Watkins stated City Council has already approved the lease of 4 Police vehicles.  The funds to cover this expense were previously budgeted.  A lease has to be signed to proceed with obtaining these vehicles.  Staff is seeking authorization for the Mayor to sign the lease with GMA.

Motion to approve by Councilmember Rispin, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 6-0.

E. Consideration of a Resolution to Abandon a Portion of Scales Road Right-of-Way near Peachtree Industrial Boulevard

Mr. Allen stated there is a small remnant of Scales Road that is City right-of-way.  A new road is in the process of being built and dedicated, leaving the small piece of right-of-way to serve no purpose.  The surrounding property owner has requested the City abandon this right-of-way.  Staff recommends abandoning the right-of-way.

Motion to approve by Councilmember Burnette, second by Councilmember Hassell and so carried 6-0.

F. Authorization for the Mayor to Enter into Agreement with Don Cotter 


Consulting, Inc. for Construction Management Services

Mr. Watkins stated that due to simultaneous construction of two parks, City staff is recommending that the City hire Don Cotter Consulting, Inc.  Mr. Cotter has served as project manager for the City of Duluth Town Center project and comes highly recommended. His total estimated fee is $22,000 ($35 per hour) for managing both park projects.  These fees would be taken from bond proceeds allocated for each project. 

Motion to approve by Councilmember Hassell, second by Councilmember Landers and so carried 6-0.

G.
Consideration of a Resolution to Adopt a Street Sign Inventory and Associated Map


Mr. Watkins stated the City of Suwanee is required by the City Code of Ordinances to adopt and maintain an official traffic control map of the City.  Presently, the City does not comply with this requirement. Public Works and Inspections Director Rich Edinger has been working to identify and inventory all traffic signs within the City limits.  All City-owned signs have been identified.  A sample map is included in your packet attached to a memo.  

Motion to approve by Councilmember Brooks, second by Councilmember Hassell and so carried 6-0.

H.
Consideration of a Resolution to Establish No Parking Zones [P86]

Mr. Watkins stated in order to comply with existing City Ordinances, staff would like authorization to establish No Parking Zones on various roads within the City limits.  The signs will be in accordance with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, allowing enforcement of the No Parking area.  

Motion to approve by Councilmember Landers, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 6-0.

I.
Appointments to an Ad-Hoc Committee to Select a Consultant for the I-85 Streetscape Master Plan

Mr. Watkins stated the RFQ for the I-85 Streetscape Master Plan is currently being advertised and was sent to selected consultants.  The deadline for submittal is February 28.  At the Council Workshop, staff recommended that a committee of 3 people from the restaurants and hotels located along the I-85 corridor and some combination of 3 people from the City Council and staff be appointed to review the submitted qualifications and make a recommendation to the City Council.

Recommended appointments:  Jim Carter, Park Inn; Philip Bell, Courtyard by Marriott; Rob Langley, Outback Steakhouse; Carol Hassell, Alan Landers, Denise Brinson

Motion to accept appointments by Councilmember Rispin, second by Councilmember Burnette and so carried 6-0.

J.
Appointments of Assistant City Solicitors for 2003

Mr. Beck stated at the Council Workshop, Hardin Watkins and Gregory Jay recommended 2 people be interviewed for the Assistant City Solicitor appointments for 2003.  Interviews were held on Thursday, February 13, 2003, with Jason Thompson and Julie Prokopovich.  This is formal recommendation for appointment as Assistant City Solicitors for 2003.

Motion to approve by Councilmember Burnette, second by Councilmember Brooks and so carried 6-0.

10.  City Manager’s Report

A. January Financial Reports

B. Other Updates – None.

11.  Land Acquisition Update (possible Executive Session) – None.

12.  Adjournment – 8:00 P.M.

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Burnette, second by Councilmember Rispin and so carried 6-0.

Minutes Recorded by:

Elvira Rogers, City Clerk

Appoved by:

Nick Masino, Mayor

Minutes – February 18, 2003
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